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OUR cover picture is of the interior of Rivington Unitarian — 


Chapel, Lancashire. The little village of Rivington 
in which the chapel stands lies between Bolton and Chorley. 
The building, although it has been in regular use by a small 
congregation, has for some years been in urgent need 
of repair and renovation. This has been done and a re- 
opening and a rededication service was held on 
September 13. | 

It was built in 1703, although its origin goes back 
to the stormy years of the mid-seventeenth century. It 
was built by men who held liberty precious and who, 
rather than give assent to what their consciences believed 


to be untrue, had worshipped—or their ancestors had 


in an open amphitheatre on the slopes of Rivington Pike, 
a well-known land-mark that stands near-by. 

It is an old story, an old story of liberty, but the precious 
things of the human spirit have been made by it. 


The past,. for instance, by suffi 

handed on to the present the precious spirit of 

liberty. It is easy enough to kill i 
themselves. 


but in doing so 


A Herr mem to all our readers. And special 
thanks, on this occasion, to all those Friends of the 
its 


By Charles Easton 42 
Glory to God in the highest. 

And on earth, peace, 

SGood-will among men. 


THE Angel Song for ever rings through the spirit: that 


is Christmas. Across the centuries our hearts leap 
to catch the glad notes which together joyously proclaim 
the coming of the Prince of Peace. But mark the order. 
It is significant. From glory to good-will is a spiritual 
progression. It is a pilgrimage which all who long for 
ce among men must learn to make. The shepherds, 
in their simplicity of heart, dwelt in the assurance of the 
absolute sovereignty of God. And it was only when the 
very intensity of their faith had bowed them to the ground 
in the humility of worship that they were able to hear the 
promise that leads from glory to good-will. 
It is always so. The spiritual truths of this legend are 
as potent now as when men first elaborated this Christmas 
story in the dim recesses of their hearts to express what 


spiritual imagination and our good-will is born for yet 
another Christmas season. We prepare our gifts with a 
touch of glory for joy of the Life that was for the healing 


women 
once more to acknowledge the reality of God, the problems 
of eeling among men would be solved. Neither 
will. It needs only that men and women shall 
up to see the light of God shining around and within 
their common working life. When they realise that they 
are called in their common toil to minister to divine life, 
good-will will irradiate the service that they offer to the 
Life Divine. We plan for peace, but there is no peace 
There is no international good-will without 
Truly this spiritual progression is the cver-living 
inspiration of Christmas. We must think more and speak 
more of the Divine Life which we cach bear within us. 
We must rejoice more openly behold God incarnate 
upon carth. The 
delightful back- 
very harmony 
not end when 
the bells fall 
open and the 
Every day 
and our 


— 


CHALLENGE “GLORY AND GOODWILL 

This ancient but renovated building is symbolic of the 
kind of challenge that is presented to this generation. 

That is partly why the photograph is on the cover. — 

The task of this generation is to transſorm the past they experienced of life and God through Christian fellow- 
into the present. Those who speak of blotting out the ship. We know it true in our own experience. The 
past do not understand the language they use. It would thought of Life Divine cradled in a manger kindles our 

| be as well to speak of blotting out everything they live by. 
singers lift our spirits into realms of Divine awareness, 

This ancient chapel, for many years neglected except our hearts are wonderfully inclined to well-doing. Like 
by the faithful few, is likely to enter upon a new life. The the Italian painters of old, we feel impelled to use our 
new chairman of an active group of Trustees is a young richest reds and blues and golds for the illumination of 

man, a direct descendant of one of the original families the Christmas glory. 
that built the chapel. One of his ancestors lit the fire on 
Rivington Pike that told the people of Lancashire the 
Armada was coming. 
The past is transforming itself into the present: the 
great alchemy of human life is taking place. 

Can the same be accomplished elsewhere? That is 
the challenge. It belongs not only to the life of the 
churches but to every kind of life that has to do with the 
spirit. This age has to construct a bridge from the past 
to the future. If we fail much will be in ruins. 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS! 
ment. There ts a certain inner meaning about its pages 
that springs from the life given to them by those who shape 
4 its ideals and try to speak the truth as they sce it. 
We are confident that in the coming twelve months 
we shall be able to add to its quality, readability, and the 
in 
plans are establish i more firmly in their . — forthe serv of Lie 
Our thanks are deep towards those mimisters of "ed [Every day we salute 
~—s @@ngregations who have taken special care of us; to man and woman upon the carth. The world's 
> ail secretaries and correspondents who have sent us news < waits upon those who in the thimking and in 
7 to the contributors who week by week have made our ‘%™ thew understandmg and m then dome, will ccho and 
paper; to the loyal friends who have Sen to our re-echo the bells of Christmasude - 
| distribution. The Inquirer thanks you all. Glory to God, 
= We are looking to the future with complete confidence. Good-will to men. 
cirtalation is ‘higher than any figere before the war. Good-will to men, 
it can be begher. We shall try to make & so. Te the glory of God. 
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LET THERE 
— — | 
BE ANGELS 
— —p By P. M. Oliver fi 
{ 
t 
but in his mouion like an angel sings, And with life’s passing ceases strife | 
still quiring to the young-cyed MARTINEAU. 
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By Dorothy and Raymond Hodkinson 2 fg. fringe, We and they eee 


(Ihe Editor asked young married couple to wrire 
e the future, ag it presents itself to them, for bh balanced church programme, 
nne of the eber. lr. Ramon church from a community centre, and we feel that something 
Hodtinson is the National Secretary of the Uni- is missing from Unitarian worship.. We are still uplifted when 
tartan Young People's League, and his wife, Mrs, | in a congregation that is making a sincere effort, but the 
Dorothy Hodkinson, is a past president.) Lis service material about God and Jesus does not have great 
Wincor the assurance of e it seems idle to speculate effect on us. The inspiration comes from the fellowship, and 
Von a future life that will develop out of the 
because a future world war would destroy both 


y of its 
le on its 
ision that 


policies of power and iency had done their damage 
irrevocably and we had to the consequences whether 


or not. 
We consider it immoral to decree the suffering and 
slaughter of millions in far countries, as today in Korea. We 


may offer ourselves as martyrs, but not others as 


5 


hight 


H 


— \ 
to the | 
and the iritu ‘Ou lat. or of our ci ieatior | Sag {ils jo 
We are convinced that two world wars have been , Service Tails us, a fresh spprosch to. worship, confessing our i 
avoidable blun more misery than existed weer, stag dows | 
them, but we suppose we are not pacifists because we would before them as little children, in a room whose simplicity, ) 
allow war whenever it were the lesser evil. Although we feel | 
We femly believe that the total life-of the church of our 
we are not sure what we should have done in 1939 , — ibute to saving mea from the spiritual d 
sources than present day organised religion. So we feel that 
Unitarianism must go out to meet the people and the future, 
and not wait for the future to overtake it. | 
remaining THE CHAPEL IN THE VALLEY ö 
developed lan By Wilfred Waddington i 
culties—even ; it may cost. T is a bright but frosty morning on this first ; 
We should like the Unitarian churches to give a bolder 
witness on behalf of peace, by more discussion and corporate — — our front doorway as Boanerges, “ the old rattle- 1 
action. | „box.“ with a cough and a splutter, is coaxed, like 1 
* its owner before it, into not too-vigorous life. The i 
We find little that does not suit us in the British way of indications of certain air of expectancy i 
life; and feel confident that our best traditions are a worthy that has ove’ begun to communicate iteelf to the harassed i 
foundation for the future if we take thought and care to paterfamilias, who was not effervescently “in the Spirit on i 
of life the Lord's Day "—we are leaving for another visit to the 
in Britain. Not the standardisation of goods and possessions 
nor even of work, which is anything but a modern problem conduct : ice at the i 
But con of think- morning service 
- daz is being recognised. But standardisation of think sence. I have noted from Inquirer f 
ing, feeling and behaviour, and with it the rapid decline in sources, that my colleague is in i i 
creetive Se — — conduct of special services at other 
take a ta pe of | ne be - living conditions of today ) to live transformation should | say “ H 
sonality, to bring themselves closer to the great and simple for continual wonder and iving; I have ; 
— pes ur with thanksgiving; in- 
and the chameleon’s response to its background, but 
— 2 oom or church, and there is a community of tue to the members of this congregation, of that “ new life 
* a — —y— — instructed that “this is a MUST.“ 
| with determination and inscribed with 
dd greatly in our develop: by this visit is accepted as a special occasion: | 
our life im the old crept into our bedroom at 6.30 am. with N 
ni | | to its — 
express some doubts, | 1 dis- Greek chorus; suffice it to say that we arrive at | 
gruntiement. Unifarianism has come to mean much to us famuliar corner site very cold but happy. 


402 


the monthly poster neatly executed : 
hand; I had told my friend, the secretary, of an’ old felt-tipped 


7 Tough it is still early, the secretary has Arrived ane 
jive his work in the vestibule to greet us. I stop to dan 
an amateur and loving 


poster pen I happened to come across; he has been inspired to 


_ improvise and thanks me for the tip, informative and material, 


that has enabled him to do a better job much more quickly. 


Our mutual admiration session is interrupted as I am draggeed 
away to inspect some rosebuds just touched by the frost and 
the “real” Christmas trees and the holly b 


behind the 
raised flower beds; having heard of a Northern .congregation 


that has its own tree for the Christmas and Candlelight Service, 


our Valley people thought it would be a good idea and would 
improve their approach if they were to raise their own trees 
and Christmas decorations; none of the firs is sufficiently well 
established to be moved in and out of church, but next year 
may see a difference. | | | 


| We are now well acquainted with the impressively bright 
and spotless interior and — eee admired the tasteful 
decorations that are unma by too many and too florid 
stencils. The flowers are already on. the communion table 
according to their accepted rule, “not later than 10.45,” and 
my wife's eye is caught and her heart and mind enraptured by 


breaks forth on to young faces as she adds “ and for you too 
because we hoped you would be coming.” 


increasing 
matter less to me than the di of that atmosphere, at 
some time known to theological students as “ inspi 


them without recourse to my toes; but the i ing numbers 
gloom ; whatever may be their several weak and li 


4 
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greatest English Unitarian: songster, + wherever goodness 
reigneth, the soul of Christ lives on 


We climb back into the old rattle-box,” and as I look 
at the radiant faces of my youngsters, though I do not regard 
children as all-wise and infallible, I think’ of John Masefield's 
recent tribute to the extraordinary insight and dfwinsgon of 
the young.” As our adolescent would put it, he T 5 


— 


HAPPY CHRISTMAS... 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE 

T annual celebration is at hand, prefaced by that orgy of 
decoration and shopping which 

Here again is the mass of merchandise, 


every year. 
all these expensive 


For the day itself, in these times our greeting 


is most 
often “A Happy Christmas,” as we hail the festival with all 


of those far off, who will remember us now, and 
gratitude for miracles of science which speed our messages to 


memories sharpened iati 
the day. Happy Christmas for us all in tender thankfulness for 
those gone from our sight but never from our love, and in the 
assurance, renewed at this hallowed season, that we are still 
“ one family, there and here.” 


4 
— Dorothy Tarrant 


= 
— ties labellec Gift,” | prudent 
shopper walks warily, cheered at any rate by the general at- 
mosphere of goodwill. In the pre-Christmas days let us wish 
each other some degree of sense and sanity in our gift-hunting 
—and our food-hunting—and some satisfaction at the end. 
© Deauliiully embroidered pulpit-fall and table cloth. The for those who read these pages—deep faith in peace, love, and 
donor of the flowers and of the needlework emerges from the goodwill. “ Merry it can be for some, especially for the 
rear premises to enjoy, with blushes, my wife’s warm and young; happy may it be for all. | 
critical appreciation, and to announce that “ there is coffee for Happy Christmas for those who keep again the Festival 
you in the vestry after your cold "> and of Home—for all family gatherings, gay with children’s voices 
I had noted in the duplicated order of service, accompany- 
ing the request for a selection of hymns, the introduction of a Tiappy Will isuias 10! WHO sit alone. Will 
children’s story. Over coffee, I learn more of this and of the 
new Sunday School that has grown from six to twenty-six in 
children’s choir that is in process of ion and are invited 
to inspect. after service, the black and white robes prepared : 
by the Sewing Society. The treasurer comes to see me before For all members of all our churches a Happy Christmas, 
the service and without the all-too-common, embarrassing and enjoyed in their festivities and, most deeply, in their worship. 
seeming-hopeful question, “What is your fee?”, she leaves Let us in thought and prayer draw nearer to each other. 
me an envelope in which I know that I shall find the accepted Gathering in our homes of faith, we too will cherish the 
| and acceptable fee together with expenses duly assessed on the ancient stories; let us also renew our homage to that ministry 
| corresponding train and "bus fares, and ‘she departs “to give and teaching of the Son of Man which, strangely ignored in 
| me a moments of quiet.” | ** 
The congregation numbers 32 and 9 children; my 3 bring 
the total to 44, or 46 if you are in the habit of counting the 
Great Commandments and are “ not far from the 
God.” I have no need to sing i © 
praise my God ater and prtvatly my 
tribute to my education with a frank and 
parison | 
tions and the : 
* 
. 1 am introduced to new members and to the parents of 1 
workroom about which | 
is % much more to tell and | 
— — of ix: 
There will come to me and mine * 5 
. Feit in the blood, and felt along the heart.” N * 
the words of our benediction — 
Jesus be with each one of us und ¥ sing in my heart with cur 
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The condition of these people is heart-rending.” „Many are on the verge of 
starvation,” stated speakers in the B. B. C. broadcast on refugees · The Forgotten 


2 


uE 


Please Hel 


14 . 

* 

* 
7 
> * 


sper? 


iar 
these 


in Europe, the Middle East and beyond there are still vast numbers of 
homeless victims of conflict. Hungry, often shivering from lack of clothing. 


out a pitiful existence in squalid camps, cellars, or even dark holes in the ground. * 


People.“ 


ORG 


Please gladden the hearts of another refugee family this Christmas. send a gift as 
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de caretaker + and introduced himself. I During the singing of the Lord's Prayer he felt a tug at his 2 
| I -was:. He ed at me somewhat critically. coat and an excited ‘Voice whispering, “ down lad— 2 
oh,“ he said, “so tha's gooing to preach here to- coom down, tha’s in't wrong pulpit 
214 Don he cathe and met another „ * 
wen I replied that such was the object of my visit jůe bewildered, who was from the Baptist College at Ma ; 8 
just repeated Oh He then showed me the objects of and who took his place in the’ pulpit While he was 10 
interest in the church. As we were going round I mentioned bustled off to the adjoisi | 4 
thatthe church was quite ‘a large one. ‘Again he turned his 
critical gaze upon me. fa. 2 
What kind of a church does ta preach in?” he queried, 
gave him a brief description and added that it was smal! 
with the one we wert in 
hat's one of t troubles wi you chaps fray lile churches,” . 
he commented, y’ can’t mek yersels heard in a place like f 
this. We hed a chap here t other Sunday as might hev gotten 
tijob, but a lot of t’congregation couldn't hear him. He wer 2 
a nice young feller too.“ | : 
T'said I hoped I would overcome the difficulty. Again he . : 
at me. 


pew. 
Tes, there was my friend nodding vigorously. 
No. Lid not get t job.“ 
William Emma Street, Rochdale. n is bound to feel happy and skittish about Dr. Jacks 
— On ok the Brink” (Allen and Unwin 12s. 64) | 
« _ Written in his ninety-second year (he is now ninety-three) it i 
| CURRANT LOAVES IN HEAVEN’ — 
S paternal grandmother used Initarian mini Dr. Jacks—that on 


~ 


happened in “ the wilds of Lancashire some 25 years ago. of sanity be 
at a certain Unitarian chapel of the 
— — 
| De 
student. he still 
me 


Well. | hope yer can,” he told me. Af ve teken a kind or the | Harvest Loaf,” by G. Minna Davis. They were all agreed | 
of liking to yon. Ai tell yer what an ll do. Ah sit on t’back on this. 80 the decision, in consultation with the judges, was | 
row. You watch me. If ah can't hear shak’ mi: head. Be ha by 
Sunday morning artived. As'I entered me pulpit scanned that ‘no particular of Pointed | 
the back row for my new-made friend. There was no sign of announcement and, as a number of stories on similar subjects were | 
him. I read the opening sentences and announced the first sent in, it was agreed that the story should be admitted... 
voice somewhat louder was custom. raised my ; thank readers stories. % 
head to announce the chant — bnce more at the distar print some of the shorter ones in — — — | 
| 
jou erecied ih a cheer. Dr. Jack 
ore of the afternoon session in a Sunday school not a happily and brightly alive, greets it with a chuckle. There are | 
hundred miles from Ainsworth, a superintendent was advising no heroics in this book, no struggling with “immortality,” no 
tis young gathering on the possible rewards of Heaven for “ beautiful thoughts,” here is what death is as seen serenely 
those who conducted themselves in a righteous by an old man who, probably in one way or another, has been 
manner through the week. Illustrating his advice in terms thinking about it all his life. One of the pleasures of old age 
old man is just sitting. — 
of mischievous-looking lads: Little lads, if yo will only sitting,” and dropping off to sleep. If you begin to think— 
Yourssl's Ghere's loaves Heaven as big 2s which is ales one of the plenoures likely pou fol 
Holcome Hill (local mountain), an’ rivers o’ brawth!” (broth). off into a delightful doze. — 
ejaculated ose young hopeful in wonder (or And could tnt 
perhaps, the state oneself 
What are yo" ‘e-cein’’ at?” thundered the superinten- — ” 
the youthful rejoinder, “ I believ. Where billows[never break tempests ? 
was joinder, “ ieve or roar 
P yo” aw reet, only I wer’ wontherin’ what sort o o’ens (ovens) ry contains a reflection on life and religion, 
James Fray, “ Lostock,” Thornhill Park Road, Birterne. are parts that will find a permanent place in the reflections of 
“COOM DOWN LAD” Reciprocity of Death. * - Jacks writes about the death of 
chapel, hurriedly given a slip of with the is sweet if this is what one man can so qui ike“Gut of 
and orde of service, and into ts deepest tragedy. Das, 
er strange about It was the last Of 1950, the nimety- first 
Salvation ‘Then followed the “Prayer and Lord's Prayer.” anniversaries, and was sitting alone by the wal 
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THE CALE ill, 11, Rev. ARTHUR. Peacock 
Unitarian Ch. 11 and 370 | 
ORDO Road, 6.30, W. Spooner 
V 
50. Mrs Mune HILTON 
ir AG ev. Paso Kenwoarny 
h H. J. .J. Pan 
Kt. 10.45 and 6,30, Rev. F. Corrier 
H Rev. D. T. 
Unitaria Rev. Service 
er vic Dyer 
hurct i aren? Street, 11 and 6.30, Rev. J. Hearse 
Waverley, Road Str urst Street Missic TARRANE 
orth Shore, Dickson Road, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. F. D. + Road. Reachill, 6.30, Supply 
Sat, 10:30 and 636 6.30, Mr. AM. S 
Street. 2 - Gorpon A bund. 

ll Road Froe Church, 10.43 eon Davies W. — 
Deane Road, 10.30 and 6.30, Rev. | 
pain Lane Unitarian Church, 6.30, Rev: 

Unitariar Church, West Hill Road, il, Rev 1 REDPE: 8. Toone 

a 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. F. A. Mr. Boric Suaw 
Dampiet Street, 2.30, Sunday School, 
pel, 11 „G. RANDALL Jone | 
| nitarian, New | 
peting, 6.30, Rev. A. H 
Tiftor 11. Rev. A. H. 6.30, Dr. Nonwicn. Colegate, 11, Rey J. . 
Street, 3, Rev. W. Hitt. NOTTINGHAM, Hig Chapel, 16.45 and 6.30, Rev. Botan 
F. Otpeury, Unitarian Church, Birmingham Street, 11, Children’s Service, 630 
Unitarian Church (also 11, First Sunday in the month) Lord Steet Chapel, 1045 ana Rev. T. E 
6.30, Rev. R College Chapel, 11.30, 
| Lome Street, 2.15, Sunday School Notar N h Unitarian Churct Knight's Hill, 10.30 and 6 Rev. W. Ha | 
Great Companions, Hamond Hill, 3. Mr. N. J. Tears * AREING 
" E. STANLEY Perens ARK LANE CHAPEL, near Wi i} and 6.30, Rev. Avsert Sunn 
: ti Mouse, Old Meeting Road, 11 and 6.30. Rev. — Church, — — 
Beech Street. 11, Rev. E. D. Evans Unitarian Chapel, Charch Sint 
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D Wav. EER. Road, 11, — | 
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= St, 6.30, Supply Duncan P. Srew 
7 6.30, Rev. — 10.30 and 630. Rev. L Hoposox 
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Rows and Rev. Ra: ra — — mss Easton | 
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Rev. D. Guax Moncax 
Peace — 
— 
— Notting Gar. 11 ans <3 Worship, fore: 
| and 6.38, Soe 
— — — Jp 4 
1. 
Care Town, Hout Steet, 11. Senter 
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Manchester Unitarian 
Discussion Series : 


Society 
“* The Liberal Approach in Religion 
Next two Meetings on 
“THE LIBERAL APPROACH TO THE BIBLE ” 
membership is only 5s.) to the 
A. k. Ross, ACL. A., 24 Brooks Road, Manchester 16 
The N.S.S.F. Homes Committee send 


Write for the full syllabus (yearly 
‘Secretary, 


PRAYERS OF FAITH 
AND _ FELLOWSHIP 


GREETINGS 

to all friends of 

Great HucKLow 
| Your Generous Support 
to the Children’s Home Re-building Fund 


acknowledge 


——— 


Can mark 1953 as Building Year 
Rev. Graham Short will 


Now.—The 
gifts from Great H 


111 


| 


i 
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(i) W 
| 
. the value of the book for 
. private and personal use 
. 6/- by post 6/3 
. ( see review in this issue ) 
~ The Lindsey Press, 14 Gordon Square, London, 
w. C. i. 
— (noted sheltered winter resort) | 
| ave brochure (@lustrated). 6} to 41 
— carly tca, 3 meals plus afternoon | 
& Teo Lounges. Convalescents 
(breakfast in bed). 
Quakers, Normanhurst, 
South ; best posilion 3-mile 
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Deaths 
SDAMS.—On November 23, Ada Adams, of Camden Town, aged Rey. WI 
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